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 Saturday, October 3 LWVC Regional Workshops 
 9 AM - 2 PM Please check back page  

 Thursday, October 8 Board Meeting at the home of
 9:15 AM at the home of Liz Kruidenier

 Thursday, October 8 Sustainability Interest Group
 Noon Encinitas - New location
    
 Saturday, October 10 A Health Care Solution
      8:30 AM - Noon for California
   An Educational Forum
  Please see page 4

Monday, October 12 Oceanside/Vista Unit Meeting
 11:30 AM Buena Vista Audubon Nature
  Center, Oceanside 

 Friday, October 16 Womenôs Issues Group
 9:45 AM at the home of Jackie Stone
 
 Sat., October 17 Introduction of League Coffee
 10 AM New and Prospective Members
  Please see page 3

 Monday, October 19 Book Group
 1:15 PM 

 Wed., October 21  San Dieguito Unit Meeting
 1 - 3 PM San Diego National Bank
  Encinitas

 Thurs., October 22 LWV San Diego Health Care
 11:30 AM Luncheon

  November
 Mon., November 2 FCC Interest Group Meeting 

 

 
 
 

Health Care Meetings

 Two programs on health care are being held 
by the League of Women Voters during October.  

 On October 10,  LWV North Coast San Diego 
County is co-sponsoring a community program 
on health care: An Educational ForumñA Health 
Care Solution for California.   Other co-spon-
sors are AAUW, Palomar Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship and Health Care for All.  Speakers 
include Gerald Kominski from the UCLA Center 
for Health Policy Research and Sara Rogers from 
State Senator Mark Lenoõs ofþce (SB 810 author). 
Mary Crowley will moderate and members of the 
Health Care Interest Group will serve as volunteers 
to assist with written questions from the audience.  
It is important to come early for best seats.
  
 On Tuesday, October 20, the San Diego 
League will sponsor a luncheon program with 
Gerald Kominski at 11:30 AM at the Hilton Harbor 
Island Hotel.

 The Health Care Interest Group meets on the 
second Tuesday of the month (except this month) 
at 9:30 AM.  For information about the Forum 
and other meeting locations, contact Vicki Beck 
at 760-420-3470.   
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The View from Here
by Peggy Dornish

In an LWVUS communications tip, I recently read this advice: keep 
your VOTER articles short, I presume either because members are too 
busy to read at length or that they have the attention span of gnats. In 
my view (from here), neither is the case in our League.

We donõt want to be like California!

The two most pressing issues on the LWVC agenda this year are re-
districting and health care, but a close third is reforming the runaway 
Initiative and Referendum process. What began as an effort to break 
the stranglehold of special interests on the California Legislature seems 
now to have enthroned that power once again. What happened?

Letõs begin with some political history. The key player in introducing 
Initiative and Referendum (I & R) at state and local levels was John 
Haynes, a Philadelphian who was both a medical doctor and a Ph. D. in 
philosophy. Once in Los Angeles, he treated many prominent citizens 
and used his sizeable  income to make lucrative real estate invest-
ments. Referred to as òthe millionaire socialist,ó Haynes  successfully 
masterminded the passage of Initiative & Referendum for the city of 
Los Angeles in 1903. Next he turned his attention to the state where he 
faced a Legislature very much òin the pocketó of the Southern Paciþc 
Railroad. Regarding the then ofþceholders as òhopeless casesó because 
of their veniality, he and other like-minded civic leaders formed a new, 
progressive political party, the Lincoln-Roosevelt League in 1907. Af-
ter electing several members to the Legislature, the League turned to 
requiring the nomination of party candidates through primary elections 
rather than through òback room deals,ó which were then the order of 
the day. This bill passed, and the partyõs gubernatorial candidate, Hiram 
Johnson, was elected. Most Californians already know what happened 
next: successful Constitutional Amendments to introduce initiative, 
referendum, and recall were passed by voters in the special election of 
October 10, 1911. Elimination of the poll tax and a bond initiative to 
fund the founding of the University of California soon followed.

Beginning in the 1920õs, however, anti-initiative forces counterattacked 
by using the initiative process themselves in order to defeat reformist 
measures. And so it goes. . . . Accordingly, as the League advocates, 
itõs time to reform the process itself in order to rein in both its overuse 
and its misuse as the tool of both liberal and conservative special in-
terests. We all know how unwieldy our Constitution has become and 
how constrained our legislators are. Indeed, politicians in other states 
who fear direct democracy  raise the battle cry, òWe donõt want to be 
like California!ó But of course, people who believe in the right of the 
people directly to inÿuence their elected representatives do want to 
be like Californiañonce Californians are ready to reform the I & R 
process and take it back from special interests.   

  A Carlsbad Unit member since 
1986, Margie Monroy has retired 
as co-editor of the VOTER after 
over twenty years on the job.

   Besides  her editing duties, 
Margie had time to be League 
president twice and she doesnõt 
remember how  many times she 
was chair of the Carlsbad unit. 
Local action is her passion and the 
Carlsbad City Council has had the 
pleasure of  hearing her views on 
League issues many times over the 
years.

 Margie says, ò In the course 
of doing this job, I acquired many 
skills such as ruthless editing, 
pasteup, using PDFs, burning to a 
disc, proofreading,  and assembling 
of a mass mailing. I met each new 
challenge with hand-wringing, hair 
pulling, and many late night calls 
to my dear friend, co-editor Roni 
Seay.ó

 Thankfully, Margie is not re-
tiring from League and weõll still 
beneþt from her sage advice and 
contributions to the VOTER.

Margie Monroy 
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Why Have Media Monitors?
by Joyce Joseph

League members, like most people, relish the abun-
dance of information available virtually nonstop and 
from seemingly unlimited sources.  Some of the ways 
these data paths reach us are not fully understood, but 
we expect information we ask for to reach us quickly, 
easily, and in most cases, at no cost. 

When the North Coast League created interest groups 
to give us opportunities to explore subjects of par-
ticular interest, a small group of us began meeting 
to better understand what effect the appointed, fairly 
invisible governmental body, the Federal Commu-
nications Commission (FCC) had on our access to 
information.  It quickly became clear to everyone 
how powerful this þve-member commission is. It 
was created in the 1930s to regulate the public air-

waves, of course with no concept of how cable TV, 
the Internet and wireless technologies would affect 
their mission.  It has always been a political agency, 
with the political party in power having the three/two 
majority.  Members, including the Chairman, are 
appointed by the sitting President and approved by 
the Senate.  

Priorities of the Commission inevitably change, 
depending on the priorities of the party in power.  
Following last fallõs presidential election, there are 
new appointees to the Commission, including Chair-
man Julius Genachowski, a friend of the President, 
who is a technology executive and entrepreneur, and 
who served as a law clerk for two former Supreme 
Court justices.  We are already reading about the 
Commissionõs National Broadband Plan, a renewed                                                                                             

                                                continued on page 6

Introduction to League Coffee 
For New and Prospective Members

Saturday, October 17 at 10 AM

 New and prospective members are invited to join us for coffee and to 
meet League board members and other new and prospective members.  Recent 
coffees have been livelyñwith an exchange of ideas and information about 
the leagueõs history, goals, and current activities.  Please call Edie Appel at 
760-736-1608 for further information.

 Members, do you have any friends, colleagues or neighbors who might 
be interested in learning about League?  Let me know and I will send them 
an invitation.  You are welcome to attend with them if you wish.  

 Edie Appel, Membership Chair
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A Health Care Solution for California
An Educational Forum

Saturday, October 10, 2009
8:30 am ð Noon

Palomar Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
1600 Buena Vista Drive, Vista 92081

PROGRAM
8:30 AM sign-in and continental breakfast (arrive early, seating is limited)

 Introduction: Kathy Rallings, Health Care for All; CaliforniaOneCare DVD
 Keynote Address: The current crisis in health care: what it means for Californians
  Gerald Kominski, Ph.D., Associate Director, U.C.L.A. Center for Health Policy Research
 Overview of SB 810: Sara Rogers, Health Policy Consultant, Ofþce of State Senator Mark Leno
 Health care for all as a moral issue: Rev. Anne Elizabeth Benson, California Council of Churches

Break
 Panel on SB 810ñCalifornia Single Payer Bill:
 Moderator:  Mary Crowley, R.N., Past President, League of Women Voters, NCSDC
              Gerald Kominski
      Sara Rogers
      JB Fenix, M.P.H., U.C. Irvine School of Medicine; Fellow, Physicians for a 
           National Health Plan
      Barbara Mannino, M.Ed., M.B.A., Executive Director, Vista Community Clinic
 Closing Comments
   

Californiaõs Single Payer Health Care Bill, SB 810, would guarantee all Californians health     
care coverage that is patient-centered, affordable and sustainable. Based on the Medicare    
model, SB 810 allows patients to remain with their private doctors and hospitals, or to choose   
other doctors and hospitals. Most importantly, physicians and patients make the decisions about   
patient care.  Learn more about the basic issues of Californiaõs health care crisis, the basic components 
of the SB 810 single-payer plan, and how you can help to support a solution that makes sense.

Sponsors: Palomar Unitarian Universalist Fellowship; Health Care for All, SD County; 
League of WomenVoters North Coast San Diego County

American Association of University Women, COV

Contact: zolta@prodigy.net, 760-842-8534
Information on SB 810

California One Care Campaign: http://www.onecarenow.org/
Health Care for All: http://www.healthcareforall.org/basics.html#why

League of Women Voters: http://ca.lwv.org/lwvc/action/healthcare/sb840_background.html
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League Issues
Group Meetings

Sustainability 
Sustainability is meeting on 
Thursday, October 8, noon, at the 
Encinitas Golf Course Grill.   Call 
Diane Mochizuki or Anne Omsted 
if you have any questions.

 

WomenӚs Issues
The Womenõs Issues Group will 
meet  at  9:45 AM  on  Friday, 
October 16, at the home of Jackie 
Stone.  October is Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month, and at this 
meeting we will be discussing 
the dramatic effect that the stateõs 
100% cut to funding for domestic 
abuse programs will have on our lo-
cal shelters and clinics.  Come and 
join us with your issues and views.  
Call 434-9350 for directions.

Book Group 
Join fellow Leaguers on the third 
Monday of each month at 1:15 PM 
for the Leagueõs non-þction political 
book group.  

October:  Post-American World 
by Fareed Zakaria.    
Arline Halfon  hosts; 
DõVora Gittelson leads.

November:    Founding Faith 
by Steven Waldman.      
Heather Callaghan hosts; 
Roberta Peters leads. 

Questions? Carpooling? Contact   
Carolyn Taylor - rlcf@att.net 

Unit Meetings
Oceanside/Vista Unit

The Oceanside/Vista  Unit will 
meet on Monday, October 12,  at 
11:30 AM, at the Buena Vista Audu-
bon Nature Center, 2202 S. Coast 
Hwy., Oceanside.  Our Leagueõs 
Mary Beth Tompane will be the 
guest speaker giving her observa-
tions and insights into the situation 
at TriCity Health Center. 

We bring small amounts of òþnger 
food,ó as well as non-perishable 
food for our local Food Bank. 

Carlsbad Unit 
There will be no unit meeting in 
October.  Please be sure to attend 
the health care forum and the 
LWVC Regional Workshops this 
month.

San Dieguito Unit
Anne Patton and Anne Omsted are 
the new San Dieguito Unit Chairs.  
They will be presenting some new 
and very stimulating programs/dis-
cussions.  We meet from 1 - 3 PM 
on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the San Diego National 
Bank, 131 N. El Camino Real, 
Encinitas.  

At our October 21 meeting,  the 
City Manager of Encinitas, Phil 
Cotton, has agreed to talk with us 
about how the recession is affect-
ing local governments.  This will 
be an open discussion, so please 
ask questions.

We will take turns providing snacks 
to munch on, but you need to bring 
your own drink.

 Bulletin Board

Welcome 
New Members

Teresa Barth - Cardiff

Susan Kelly - San Marcos

Welcome back

Holly Moyer - Carlsbad

Dues Renewal
Thanks to all members who 
promptly paid their annual dues 
and for the many generous dona-
tions. 

We appreciate all our members 
whether they have time to be ac-
tive or not.  Strong membership 
numbers are inÿuential when we 
advocate for our positions.  

If you have not sent your check, 
please do so immediately.  Re-
peated requests waste time and 
money which can be better spent 
pursuing our mission.

Edie Appel
Membership Director




