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Calendar - February 2010

Tuesday, Feb. 2
10:30 AM

Friday, Feb. 5
10:30 AM

Thursday, Feb. 11
9:15 AM

Thursday, Feb. 11
Noon

February 14

Monday, Feb. 15
1:15 PM

Wed., Feb. 17
1-3PM

Thurs., Feb. 18
10:00 AM

Friday, Feb. 19
9:45 AM

Health Care Interest Group
at the home of Pat Fowler.

County League Board Meeting
at the LWV Office in San Diego

Board Meeting at Liz Kruidenier’s
house, all members welcome

Sustainability Issues Group meets
at the Leucadia Wastewater
District Offices, Carlsbad

League of Women Voters
90th Birthday

Book Group at the home of
Carolyn Taylor

San Dieguito Area Unit Meeting
San Dieguito National Bank/US
Bank, Encinitas

Joint Carlsbad & Oceanside/
Vista Unit meeting at the Leucadia
Wastewater District Office.

Women'’s Issues Group
at the Leucadia Wastewater
District Office

“The League. . . is too valuable to the United States
to allow it to lose its impact on individuals and
public policy. . . I still hold to this vision as well as
to the belief that the sum of its communities deter-
mines the quality of the nation. The League has a
role to play of vital importance.”

County League Fire Study

At our Unit meetings this month, Nancy Telford
and Peggy Dornish will present and discuss the
County League Study Committee’s report on fire
protection, an augmentation of the position origi-
nally adopted at County Convention in 2008.

Local Leagues are being asked to approve this
new statement which offers a series of Findings
and Recommendations. Its focus is the core issue
of organization and funding of fire districts in the
unincorporated areas of San Diego County. The
full report will be available on our website after Feb-
ruary 5, when the County Board will approve it.

Members are asked to read the Report there and
copy it for their own use at the Unit meetings later
in the month. Included in this Report are “Topics
and Issues,” “Findings and Recommendations,”
“County Comparisons,” “Citizen and Lawmaker
Roles in Fire Protection,” and a Glossary and bib-
liographical Resources.

A plea from Peggy and Nancy: Please don’t miss
this important discussion.
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Spotlight on Suzanne Carneiro
by Nancy Telford

Member Communications Director Suzanne Carneiro is
one of the unsung heros of LWVNCSDC. Her computer
ability and unique creativity make our publications and
website look professional.

Suzanne was born in Pasadena at the end of World War
II. Her love of travel began with her first cross country
trip at the age of 8 months when her family moved to
Towa. Since then she has traveled the world; her favorite
trip was to the Galapagos Islands.

Suzanne joined NOW and the National Women’s Politi-
cal Caucus in the 60’s. For the next 30 years, Suzanne
supported and worked for local candidates and causes in
California and Massachusetts.

Her business career was spent in engineering drafting
and graphic design once computers became widely
used.She has also worked in California municipal gov-
ernment and Massachusetts corporations.

Suzanne married Rich Carneiro in 1979, and he became
a wonderful step-father to her son, Nathan. Suzanne
was widowed suddenly when Rich passed away while
they were living in Taiwan. She moved back to Califor-
nia to take care of her parents and soon joined League of
Women Voters. In 2008, Suzanne was diagnosed with
cancer, she beat it and became a survivor. We’ve all
been inspired by her courage, determination and gener-
osity.

Suzanne says her favorite memories include traveling
and meeting new people around the world. She has
learned that people have the same concerns and desires
the world over. She relaxes and revitalizes herself by
working online crossword puzzles, Sudoku and knitting.
She also likes comfort things—herb tea, good food and
a warm shower in the morning. “I get my best ideas in
the shower.” As for the future, Suzanne says “I’ve spent
most of my life working in applied art. Now I'd like to
get back into fine art and express my own ideas. I'm
also looking forward to attending the LWV National
Convention for the first time.”

The View From Here
by Peggy Dornish

This month I depart from my current theme of his-
torical political controversies to celebrate an histor-
ic moment in American history, namely, the birth of
the League of Women Voters on February 14, 1920,
and I return to my customary biographical approach
in order to introduce you to a League heroine, Per-
cy Maxim Lee (1906-2002), LWVUS President for
four terms from 1950 to 1958.

The stage on which she acted was the “witch hunt”
period of the early 1950’s, in some respects a peri-
od like this, when our individual rights and liberties
were under attack. As both our official voice and
our moral conscience, Percy testified against Sena-
tor Joe McCarthy’s now infamous abuse of Con-
gressional investigative powers in a Senate hearing
on Constitutional Rights in 1955. There she stated:
“I believe tolerance and respect for the opinions
of others is being jeopardized by men and women
whose instincts are worthily patriotic, but whose
minds are apparently unwilling to accept the neces-
sity for dissent within a democracy.” At the same
time she led the League’s “Freedom Agenda” pro-
gram to remind citizens of the critical importance of
maintaining our individual Constitutionally guaran-
teed liberties.

That vital role, however, was but one of the many
she played during her extraordinary presidency.
With our help, of course, she created the Education
Fund and the National Voter and inaugurated the
first of the Presidential Debates. During term, the
League more than doubled its membership, reaching
120,000 and grew from 740 Leagues to over 1000.

Let her view be ours: “The League. . . is too valu-
able to the United States to allow it to lose its im-
pact on individuals and public policy. Although I
have been accused of naivete in my belief that the
power of a democratic society rests with its citizens,
I still hold to this vision as well as to the belief that
the sum of its communities determines the quality
of the nation. The League has a role to play of vital
importance.”
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County Fire Protection Study:
Findings and Recommendations

Findings

1. There is a need for a County Fire Department or,

alternately, an improved Consolidated Agency;

2. There is a lack of designated funding for such a
department or agency;

3. Smaller cities are, however, beginning to merge
fire protection services;

4. Rural fire protection services are well served by
the use of both paid and volunteer fire fighters;

5. Fire-safe building construction and property
maintenance in high fire danger areas are of criti-
cal importance;

6. Continued development and promotion of
educational programs should occur;

7. Enrollment in the reverse 911 system should be
strongly encouraged.

(These findings are discussed and documented in
the full Report available on our website:

www.lwvnesd.org)

The Study Committee has made the
following Recommendations:

1. Consolidate fire protection both regionally and
structurally in order to create unified programs
integrating services in the unincorporated areas of
the County;

2. Designate dedicated and stable revenue sources
to fund services;

3. Encourage the merger of fire departments where

feasible and support contracting for services by
smaller jurisdictions;

4. Maintain the existing system of both paid and
volunteer staffing;

5. Enforce rules and standards for fire-safe devel-
opments;

6. Promote citizen/homeowner education programs
which include understanding and protection of the
county’s diverse ecosystems;

7. Encourage cell phone registration in the Mass
Notification System (reverse 911)

B

WCET Cizaghe - Wi disln BCTEF Lawoy © o ey FLALTELE

Map reminds us of areas affected by the wild pres
in San Diego County, October, 2007.
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A History of ChangenA Future of Hope
Two Anniversaries

On February 14th, the League of Women Voters

will celebrate its 90th Anniversary. Not coincidentally,

the 19th amendment to the United States Constitution

that gave women the right to vote celebrates its 90th an-

niversary in 2010, as well.

On February 14, 1920, members of the National Ameri-
can Woman Suffrage Association met to form the League
of Women Voters to educate newly enfranchised women
to effectively use the vote. On August 26, 1920, the Sec-
retary of State signed the proclamation enacting the 19th
amendment giving women the right to vote.

Celebrate Achievements; Focus on Future

The LWVUS 90th Anniversary committee has set the
theme of “Making Democracy Work™ for the year-long
event. They have pulled out the stops to create vibrant
materials for local Leagues to carry out the theme and
pursue the goals of increased visibility and membership
growth in this banner year.

A special 90th Anniversary webpage is available which
includes a calendar of 90th Anniversary events, a “share
your story” link, an historic photo gallery, a concise his-
tory, and a complete media toolKkit.
http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=90th_
Anniversary& Template=/TaggedPage/TaggedPageDis-
play.cfm&TPLID=203&ContentID=14130

As the League of Women Voters celebrates its 90th an-
niversary and women’s right to vote, the LWV continues
to work toward meaningful citizen participation in gov-
ernment. “For nine decades, the League has worked to
ensure our democracy is transparent, effective, and truly
representative,” said League of Women Voters president,
Mary G. Wilson.

Any member of the community may join our League and
do the hands-on work to create lasting change in the com-
munity. Making democracy work is what the League of
Women Voters is all about. We welcome more members
of our community to join us and make an impact.

Citizens United Decision Sets Off
Revolution in Campaign Finance
Supreme Court Erred, Decision Undermines Basic

Pillar of American Democracy

Washington, DC Jan. 21, 2010 — The following is
a statement by Mary G. Wilson, national president
of the League of Women Voters on the Supreme
Court’s decision in Citizens United v. FEC. The
League filed an amicus brief in this case:

“The Supreme Court has made a tragic mistake.
Their decision announced today in Citizens United
v. FEC 1is constitutionally irresponsible and will
surely bring about an anti-democratic revolution in
how we finance elections in this country. Today,
basic pillars of American democracy have been un-
dermined — that elections should not be corrupted
by vast corporate wealth and that the voters should
be at the center of our democratic system.

“Justice Stevens had it right when he said in his dis-
sent, ‘The Court’s ruling threatens to undermine the
integrity of elected institutions across the Nation.
The path it has taken to reach its outcome will, I
fear, do damage to this institution.’

“In creating a new constitutional right for corpora-
tions to spend unlimited amounts of their sharehold-
er’s money to determine the outcome in candidate
elections, the Court has unleashed into our elections
tremendous sums of money from for-profit corpora-
tions that cannot possibly be matched in quantity
by contributions from ordinary citizens. The only
possible outcome of this is that big money and spe-
cial interests will have an even tighter grip on our
democracy.

“Congress and the President enacted campaign fi-
nance laws over a series of decades for a reason — to
protect our democracy from the perverse influence
of big money in our elections. In making this de-
cision, the Court has ignored the best interests of
the American public and our representative form of
government.”
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February Bulletin Board

Welcome New
Members

Jeannie Sprague-Bently
Carlsbad

Muriel Hoeprich
Encinitas

oy r

Unit Meetings

Oceanside/Vista and
Carlsbad Units
Combine for
Fire Study Meeting
Members of the Carlsbad and
Oceanside/Vista Units will have
a combined meeting on Febru-
ary 18 at 10:00 at the Leucadia
Wastewater District Office, 1960
La Costa Avenue, Carlsbad. The
two-story office building is locat-
ed just south of the Albertson’s
grocery store in the Shopping

Center.

Peggy Dornish and Nancy Tel-
ford will present the County
League Fire Study Report for
Concurrence. Please see VOT-
ER articles about the Fire Study
in this issue.

San Dieguito Unit
The San Dieguito Unit will meet
from 1-3 PM on Wednesday,
February 17 at the San Diego Na-
tional Bank/US Bank, 131 N. El
Camino Real, Encinitas.

County Fire Study Committee
members Peggy Dornish and
Nancy Telford will present the
County League Fire Study Re-
port for Concurrence. Please see
VOTER articles about the Fire
Study in this issue.

LWV Issues Groups
New Members Always
Welcome

Health Care Issues Group will
meet on Tuesday, February 2
at 10:30 AM at the home of Pat
Fowler. Please contact Vicki
Beck with any questions.

Sustainability Issues Group will
meet on Thursday, February 11 at
noon at the Leucadia Wastewa-
ter District Office, 1960 La Costa
Avenue, Carlsbad.

Join us for a brown bag lunch as
we continue work on 2010 survey
questions preparation. Call Diane
Mochizuki with questions.

Womends Issues Group will meet
on Friday, February 19, at 9:45
AM at the Leucadia Wastewater
District Office, 1960 La Costa
Avenue, Carlsbad. The two-sto-
ry office building is located just
south of the Albertson’s grocery
store in the Shopping Center.

We invite all newcomers to our
group to discuss timely issues
affecting women. We continue
to plan our LWV Founders Lun-
cheon to be held in October.
Contact Leita McCormick with
questions.

Please note, the Heart Health
Program scheduled for Feb. 5 has
been cancelled.

Media Monitors will meet again
in March. Check the March
VOTER for the time and place.

New to League (NTL) will have
its next orientation meeting for all
members sometime in the Spring.
Meetings are led by Jackie Stone.
Check Voter for the exact date
and time.

Book Group
February highlights John Stein-
beck’s powerful yet controversial
Grapes of Wrath, a book many
critics claim as America’s Great
Novel. It traces the Western
movement during the Great De-
pression, focusing on the memo-
rable Joad family as they search
for a better life. Hundreds of
books and papers have been writ-
ten about this book and members
are encouraged to browse the
stacks and the web for fascinating
ancillary materials. One recom-
mendation is: Obscene in the Ex-
treme: the Burning and Banning
of John Steinbeck& The Grapes
of Wrath by Rick Wartzman. The
Encinitas Library will show the
movie version of Grapes of Wrath
on February 2 from 4-7 PM.

Book group meets on Monday,
February 15 at 1:15 PM. Carolyn
Taylor hosts; Emy Yeazell leads.
Questions? Directions? Call
Carolyn Taylor 760-931-1807.
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New Model Water
Efpcient Landscape
Ordinance, AB 1881

by Nikki Alexander

AB1881 is a state bill that replaces
a previous 1990 ordinance. Its pri-
mary focus is water conservation.
Specifically, it deals with water con-
servation and long-term landscape
maintenance to foster conservation
through appropriate plant selection,
smart landscape irrigation control-
lers, use and retention of rainwater
onsite, use of reclaimed water, and
onsite soil assessment to determine
microbial health. It further includes
incentives and continuing education
to promote water conservation.

The new ordinance covers all un-
incorporated areas, cities as well as
charter cities. The new ordinance
was presented to all cities effective
January 31, 2009. It is to be ei-
ther adopted in its original form or
replaced by an alternative of equal
effectiveness by January 31, 2010.
We encourage you to determine the
response your city gave to the State
Department of Water Resources.

The major impact will be on new
residential and commercial projects
as well as renovations on existing
projects (commercial and residen-
tial) with over one acre of land-
scaped area. These projects will be
required to complete a Landscape
Documentation Package that in-
cludes a hydrozone information ta-
ble (lists the proposed plant scheme
based on high, medium or low wa-
ter usage and the type of irrigation
to supply those plants, for example,
drip, spray, emitter etc.) Additional
calculations must be made to deter-
mine the maximum amount of water

that would be used for an entire year
in the proposed project.

This link will provide additional in-

formation on this topic. http:/www.

water.ca.gov/wateruseefficiency/
landscapeordinanc

State and National
Action Reports

LWVUS

Climate change is one of the great-
est global challenges of the 21st cen-
tury. The League has called on U.S.
and world political leaders to cap
emissions at 25 percent below 1990
levels by 2020 (“75% by 20207).

Inarole familiar to League members,
LWYV sent 8 official observers to the
United Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change (COP15) in
Copenhagen in December. Headed
by Carole Connors, MD, delegation
members traveled to Copenhagen
at their own expense. See this
link for delegate names and affilia-
tions. http: 150r 1

com/2009/11/announcing-jens-
blog-for-copl5.html

On what was to have been the fi-
nal day, December 18th, an agree-
ment of “80% by 2050 was still in
place. But hours later, it vanished.
President Obama’s participation in
detailed negotiations with China,
South Africa, Brazil and India even-
tually resulted in a declared “mean-
ingful agreement”. It was “taken
note of”” but not “adopted” nor passed
unanimously by all of the participat-
ing countries. The next step is for
the nations signing the accord to do

so and affix commitments they are
making (including aid to developing
countries) by February 1.

While many are disappointed with
COP15’s achievement, some say a
new kind of dynamics in global cli-
mate policy is emerging. According
to TIME, “The very struggle to reach
agreement at Copenhagen. . .demon-
strates that climate policy has finally
come of age.”

LWVC

LWYV State President Janis Hirohama
made a special appeal for applicants
to California’s Redistricting Com-
mission. The application deadline is
February 12.

Los Angeles Times’ George Skel-
ton says there are problems facing
the Prop 11 redistricting the League
helped to pass in November 2008. So
far, the applicants have been heavily
tilted toward “old white guys.” To
date, 6000 people have applied; 73%
are male and 52% are 55 or older.
Whites represent 80% and Latinos
only 8%. Not surprisingly, 20% live
in Sacramento County.

LWYV Burbank’s Chris Carson said,
“The perception is that (the Redis-
tricting Commission) is only for
professionals. We need general-
ists who are strongly rooted in their
communities and who have strong
experience in volunteer work.”

Two other concerns are a move to
repeal Prop 11, with redistricting re-
turned to the Legislature, and a se-
quel that would extend the redistrict-
ing reform to congressional seats.
Both groups have filed an initiative
for the November ballot.
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Carlsbad
Observer Reports
Edited by Margie Monroy

Carlsbad City Council observ-
er Tina Schmidt reports that the
Poseidon desalination plant proj-
ect for drinking water has broken
ground. Completion is expected
in 2012. Nearly all of Carlsbad
water will come from this plant.

The water cutback target was set
at 8% and Carlsbad exceeded
this by an additional 8%.

The City is continuing its opposi-
tion to a new NRG’s power plant
on the coast. The Council ex-
tended a short-term moratorium
on power plants in the Coastal
Zone. The time line for various
approvals for the new plant is
delayed for nearly two years due
to concerns over unsuitable loca-
tion, fire safety, air pollution, and
visual blight.

Rough grading for Alga Norte
Park, the new site for many ball
fields and the swimming pool,
will start in Spring 2010. The
catering event and lawn area im-
provements at Rancho Carillo
Park are now complete. The ren-
ovation and building of the the-
ater and office in the barn have
been approved.

The 2010 budget for the golf
course was approved. It reflects
a reduction in golf revenue but
continues to see success in the
restaurant and catering service.
A total of $1,760,839 in 2010 is
budgeted by the city for subsidiz-
ing the operations.

Envision Carlsbad, the program
for citizen participation in up-
dating the General Plan, has
completed Phase 1, called the
Community Vision, indicating
core values and a summary. The
Carlsbad Unit will likely review
or study selected topics, such as
sustainable programs, open space
requirements, or housing during
the updating process

Carlsbad Planning Commission
observer Beth Hulsart reports that
there are three new members on
the Commission: Julie Nygaard,
Hap L’Heureux, and Michael
Schumacher. The issues which
have come before the Commis-
sion since the last report were
plans for the La Costa Town
Center site and consideration of
the proposed Housing Element
of the General Plan, which was
passed 5-2, will go on to the city
council for final approval despite
the objections of the Save Cala-
vera group over development in
the Quarry Creek area.

Carlsbad City Library observer
Carolyn Taylor reports that ob-
serving the Carlsbad City Library
Board of Trustees is anything but
a chore. Attendees are friendly,
congenial, and capable. LWV
member Beth Hulsart replaced
Bill Kamenjarin in the fall. Bud-
get cuts weren’t as drastic as
feared. The 2.7% cut still allows
$9.442,564 for the total operating
income.

The new website is complete.
Features include online services,

library news, events, and many
additional databases, and down-
loadable audio books will soon
be available.

The summer Reading Program
served 4,492 children. Strategic
initiatives for the coming year
will include an emphasis on pre-
serving the history of Carlsbad.

Carlsbad Reads Together has
chosen Travels With Charlie by
John Steinbeck.

Carlsbad Uniped School Dis-
trict observer Amy J. Davis re-
ports that Carlsbad schools have
an API that is 100 points higher
than the state average. Carlsbad
students have also increased their
numbers as SAT test takers. The
District has saved $178, 915 for
the six-month period, after reduc-
tions in electricity, natural gas,
and water use.

Mark Tanner is now the Board
President. Lisa Rodman is the
Vice-President and Kelli Moors
is the new Clerk. One of the
Board of Trustees committees
has changed names from District
Bilingual Advisory Committee
to English Language Advisory
Committee. A discussion arose
because the District has agreed to
pay $35,000 in legal fees to settle
their lawsuit against the city. It
was explained that is a customary
procedure and that the District
paid even more to settle an earlier
suit with the City of Carlsbad.

See other reports in the January
VOTER.
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Save the Date for I
LWV Theater Party/Rafye Fundraiser |
Sunday, April 25, 2010 I

Don’t miss the League’s Annual Theater Party |
Fundraiser, Sunday afternoon, April 25, at the New |
Village Arts Theatre in downtown Carlsbad. The |
Heidi Chronicles, a “witty, hilarious...not just fun- |
ny play, but a wise one,” will be performed by NVA
Ensemble Members.

There will be homemade food and display tables show-
casing the raffle prizes. Our goal this year is to have
a dozen prizes valued at $75 or more, which would
include some first-time prizes. If you have any ideas
or want to make a donation, give Leita McCormick a
call at 760-448-5128. But first mark your calendars
for this exciting, enjoyable afternoon.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
L

Join the League of Women Voters
Name
Address

Phone Email

Membership is open to all U.S. citizens of voting |
age. Others welcome as Associate members. |
Dues: () $55/ year (Oct.1 to Sept. 30) with dues |
prorated at $4.50 / month for those joining mid- |
year.

() $25/ year for 2nd member, same address.

Total Dues $
Contribution  $

I
I
I
I
For dues assistance or questions, please call Mem- |
bership Chair, Edie Appel, 760-736-1608 :
Total Enclosed: $ |
Please make checks payable to LWVNCSDC and |
mail to: |
LWVNCSDC, PO Box 131272, Carlsbad CA |
92013 I



